INTRODUCTION 1
In 2005 an attempt was made at enforcing international law against an American corporation said to be complicit in war crimes, extrajudicial killing and cruel, inhumane and degrading treatment committed by the Israeli military. The civil suit, brought in a U.S. court, was dismissed without a hearing, in a brief statement mainly citing reasons of political expedience. The claimants in Corrie et al v. Caterpillar 2 include relatives of several Palestinians, and American peace activist Rachel Corrie, who were killed or injured in the process of house demolitions carried out using Caterpillar's D9 and D10 bulldozers. They brought a civil suit in a U.S. court under the Alien Tort Claims Act, 3 for breaches of international law, seeking compensatory damages and an order to enjoin Caterpillar's sale of bulldozers to Israel until its military stops its practice of house demolitions. An appeal is pending and will be decided on in the latter half of 2006. The plaintiffs in the Caterpillar case are four Palestinian families and the parents of Rachel Corrie, the American peace activist who was killed in Rafah in March 2003. Rachel Corrie's death has been much publicised and has even formed the subject of a play, "My Name is Rachel Corrie", that was directed by Alan Rickman, a famous U.K. actor, and has toured theatres around the world, although it was recently barred from appearing in New York City. 8 Rachel was one of a number of "Western" volunteers who use the privilege of their
